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PASTORALLY SPEAKING 

Dear Faithful Parishioners and Friends of St. Mary's, 

Summer ushers in the warmth we all have been waiting for.  The windows 
open. The grills come out. The gardens begin to grow. Families head to 
the lake. Kids run around barefoot. Even the evenings seem to slow down 
a little. 

Summer and time with family is a gift.  A slower pace, when we can find it, 
is a blessing from God.  However, summer also has a funny way of 
scattering us. We travel. We get busy. Weekends fill up. Routines 
disappear. Before we know it, prayer becomes occasional and the life of 
the parish can feel like something we will “get back to” when fall comes 
around. 

The Holy Spirit is there to remind us that summer filled with its beauty is 
not the time to let the soul go cold.  After the joy of Pascha, the Church 
leads us to Pentecost, the great feast of the coming of the Holy Spirit. 
Pentecost reminds us that the Church is not simply an organization, a 
building, or a calendar of events. The Church is alive because the Holy 
Spirit is alive in her. The same Spirit who descended upon the apostles is 
the same Spirit who strengthens us, gathers us, heals us, and sends us 
into the world.   

Another important season that comes right after Pentecost: The Apostles’ 
Fast begins on the Monday after All Saints Sunday and continues until the 
Feast of Saints Peter and Paul on June 29. It is not meant to be a burden. 
It is a gentle reminder that the joy of Pentecost is not supposed to remain 
only in church on a feast day. It is meant to be carried into our homes, our 
families, our work, our vacations, our tables, and our daily choices. 

The apostles received the Holy Spirit, and then they went out, preached, 
prayed, suffered, served, and gave their lives to Christ and to His Church. 
The Apostles’ Fast reminds us that we are also called to carry Christ into 
the world faithfully. 

It is a wonderful blessing to be able to go to the lake, visit family, sit outside, 
plant the garden, and rest our bodies and our minds.  However, in the lazy 
days of summer let us be reminded not to let our own souls drift away. 

Some ideas of keeping Christ alive in our life can be as easy as visiting 
another Orthodox parish nearby our vacation hotels/resorts, watching the 
livestream services while we are at the cabin, read the scripture of the day 
or Fr. Andrew Jarmus’s daily messages that he sends, keeping the fasts 
as we are able, being diligent to say our prayers, reading and learning 
more about Orthodoxy, or not to forget the poor and help at Focus 
Minnesota. 

Remember that the life of the Church continues even when our schedules 
change.  The candles still burn. The services are still offered. The sick are 
still visited. The bills are still paid. The ministries still continue. The parish 
family still needs the prayers, presence, love, and support of each one of 
us. 

Summer is not the enemy of spiritual life. It can become part of our spiritual 
life if we receive it with thanksgiving. A meal outside can become prayer. 
A quiet morning can become stillness with God. A family trip can become 
a chance to show patience and love. 

Continues on next page 
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Pastorally Speaking Continued 

As we enter these warmer months, may we welcome 
the rest and beauty God gives us. May we also stay 
rooted in the life of the Church. May the Holy Spirit 
keep our hearts awake. May the prayers of the holy 
apostles Peter and Paul strengthen us to live our 
faith with courage, joy, and love. In Christ, 

Fr. Benjamin Tucci 
 
 
PRESIDENT’S COLUMN 
 

A Summer Reminder 
 
As we enter the summer months, we give thanks for 
the many blessings this season brings—time 
with family and friends, travel, rest, and the beauty 
of God’s creation all around us. Summer is a gift, and 
we hope it is a time of renewal for each of you. 
 
At the same time, I want to share an important and 
practical reality in the life of our parish. 
 
Historically, giving tends to decline during the 
summer months as routines shift and many are 
away. However, the mission and daily operations of 
the church continue without pause. Our expenses—
utilities, maintenance, staff support, ministries, and 
outreach—remain steady throughout the year. 
 
Because of this, your continued financial support 
during the summer is especially important. Your 
generosity ensures that our parish remains a place 
of worship, service, and community not only in the 
busy seasons, but all year long.  
 
I encourage you to consider maintaining your regular 
giving, even when you are traveling or away. 
 
Most importantly, we thank you. Your faithful 
stewardship is a reflection of your commitment to 
God and to this parish community. Together, we 
continue to serve, grow, and share Christ’s love with 
all who enter our doors. 
 
Wishing you a blessed, restful, and joy-filled 
summer. 
 
In Christ, 
Scott Boris 
President Board of Trustees 
 
 

MUSIC NOTES 
 
This Monthly marks two years that I have been 
serving as your interim choir director. Unless 
something happens between the time of writing this 
and the time you read this, it is the last monthly I will 
be writing as interim director. We have a capable 
and talented young director coming in to take the full-
time position. It is something that I have many 
feelings about, naturally. I am happy: I look forward 
to having more time to spend, distraction-free, with 
my three boys, two of whom are still in elementary 
school. I am also excited to see the new guy learn 
and grow in this position. I am hopeful that he will 
stick around for a long time, happy with the position 
and the choir, and the choir happy with him.  
 
I am also feeling sad. We have spent two years 
working together, building up the music, learning 
about each other, and hopefully discovering that 
we’re all singers capable of doing well when we’re 
guided in the right direction. It is sad to come to the 
end of a chapter, but this is not the end of the story, 
and there is another chapter to come. Tempering the 
sadness is confidence in God, that all will be well, 
and confidence that the new guy coming in knows 
enough of what he is about to do well. So, it is a 
positive sadness buffered further by the reality that 
I’m not leaving, and I have a lot to look forward to, 
like putting more energy into the role of raising kids 
in church. With luck, the kids will even be mine! 
 
Thank you, on behalf of myself and my family, for all 
the support you’ve given over the past couple of 
years. I’ve learned a great deal in these past couple 
of years, both liturgically and musically, and I feel 
I’ve grown in my sense of self. Thank you.  
 
Speaking of feelings, this is a monthly article, so I 
also feel compelled to share at least a few words of 
wisdom that I may or may not have gleaned from 
these past couple of years…  
~ Don’t put away your winter gear until after Mother’s 
Day.  
~ Humor is not a competition. Humor is at its best 
when we can appreciate the humor of one another. 
If someone makes a joke that is funnier than yours, 
it’s okay, you can laugh at it.  
~ When you park poorly, it’s okay to try again. ~ If 
you want dinner, go to the dinner table.  
~ “Brothers dwelling in unity” does not mean they 
necessarily agree on everything, but when they do 
disagree, they don't do so in anger, pursuing it as if 
it were their identity.  
~ Veggies sauté best on high heat.  

Continues on next page 
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Music Notes continued 
 

~ If something is funny in your head, that doesn't 
mean it's funny outside of your head.  
~ You can’t win if you don’t throw strikes.  
~ When things don’t go your way, that doesn’t mean 
it isn’t for the best.  
 
Have a blessed summer, I’ll see you around!  
 
Yours in Christ,  
Mark Wesche signing out. 
 
New Member Applicants 
 
In accordance with the Bylaws, Article IV, Section 3: 
Notice of the new member application shall be 
published in the next monthly Bulletin. The following 
individual(s) have submitted an application for 
membership to St. Mary's: Benjamin Laberdie.  If 
you have any comment pertaining to any applicant, 
please submit it to any Board member during this 45-
day period, which began with the publication of this 
Bulletin. 
 
From the Olive Shoot Cathedral Shop 
 
Our last Sunday of regularly scheduled hours for this 
school year was Sunday, May 17.  

By request, we are trying something new and will be 
open the second Sunday of June, July and August! 
Because of our lack of air conditioning, we will only 
be open for an hour. Summer hours will be: 10:45 
a.m. – 11:45 a.m. June 14, July 12 and August 9. As 
always, we will continue to be open by appointment 
and can be reached at: oliveshoot@stmarysoca.org.  

Thank you for your continued support and have a 
wonderful summer! 
 
Grief Group 
 
St Mary's has a Pan Orthodox Grief Group that 
meets every month. 
 
If you are interested in joining or need more 
information, reach out to Joni Snidarich at 
stmarysgriefgroup@gmail.com 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Church Directories 
If you have any extra 2024 directories, the office will 
gladly accept them as donations. 
 

 
 
SPONSOR A PROSPHORA BAKING PAN 
 
The Prosphora Baking Team bakes approximately 
31 loaves at a time. We use cast iron pre-stamped 
pans and have purchased 24 pans to add to our 7. 
As of the end of May we have received donations to 
cover the cost of 11 pans. Still need sponsors to 
cover 13 more pans. Each pan costs $80. If 
interested, please include "Prosphora Pan Sponsor" 
on the envelope or check memo. Direct questions to 
Fr. Ben. Thank you for the generous contributions to 
date.  
 
FOCUS MINNESOTA 
FOCUS is a worthwhile ministry and needs 
volunteer help for a few hours. If able to help out, 
please sign up on the sign up genius that Ann, who 
works at FOCUS, set up below. Thank you. 

The food shelf is looking for a few more volunteers.  
As of this writing, about a third of our slots have 
been filled.  If you, or somebody you know, could 
join us on Saturday from 9:30 to noon, we'd really 
appreciate it. 

Maybe you are like a certain somebody we know 
and have a posse of young men you can round up 
from church? 

Here's the sign up - but people are welcome even if 
they can't/don't sign up (but letting me know helps 
me not worry).  
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/MNFOCUSfoods
helf#/ 
 

Thanks! 
Ann 
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CHURCH SCHOOL INFORMATION 
 
MANY YEARS 
 
A HUGE thank you to Chris Gulacheck for the many 
many years (decades!) of service to the Saints 
youth group! Chris has had an incredible impact on 
most of the youth and younger adults of our parish. 
Thank you, Chris, you are truly a saint to the 
Saints! May God Grant You Many Years! 
 
A special thank you to all the teachers, substitutes, 
youth leaders, clergy, families, and students who 
made this Church School year a success! 
 
PLEASE NOTE… 
 
St Mary’s Summer Camp, Grades 3 -12, July 4 - 
July 10th 
 
Mark your calendars for Church School 2026-
2027.  The first day of Church School will be 
September 13, 2026.  Registration information, 
details, and dates for the new year will be 
communicated in August. 

ELSEWHERE 

Save the Date 
The parish of Saint George Antiochian Orthodox 
Church will host their annual Middle Eastern Festival 
on Saturday, July 18 and Sunday, July 19, 2026. We 
look forward to hosting people from around the Twin 
Cities to experience our delicious food, bake sale, 
Debke dancing, a great silent auction, tour our 
church to learn about Eastern Orthodox Christianity 
and, of course, camel rides. A link for people to 
volunteer to help will be sent out in June. We 
appreciate your support and would be happy to 
reciprocate. 
 
Save the Date! A free Event: 
St. Nicholas Orthodox Church in Chisholm, MN 
9:30 a.m. Liturgy, Lunch and a Presentation 
Saturday, August 22, 2026 
 

Presentation at 1:00pm at The MN Discovery 
Center, Chisholm author Mary Soroko will be 
presenting her book, "Forged in Iron: A Minnesota 
Rusyn Immigrant's Tale”.  The book is available on 
Amazon. 
 

For further information contact Mary Kaye Kuzma 
at mookykook@gmail.com 

 

 
 

THE HOLY PROPHET ELIAS 
Prophet Ilias lived hundreds of years before Jesus was 
born. He was very zealous in challenging those who 
worshipped false gods and idols. 
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Many Years!  
 

A very Happy Birthday to all who celebrate their 
birthdays in June & July, and especially to Patricia 
Oestreich who will be celebrating her 92nd birthday 
on July 4, Carolyn Hendrickson who will be 
celebrating her 92nd birthday on July 14, Mary Ann 
Brinda who will be celebrating her 101st birthday on 
July 18 and Fr. Gregory Grivna who will be 
celebrating his 90th birthday on July 31.   

May God grant you many years! 
 

Congratulations to all who are celebrating their 
anniversaries during the months of June and July.  

May God grant you many years! 
 
John & Joan Jurichko June 1   41 yrs. 
Sarah & Jeffrey Kult June 1     2 yrs. 
Carl & Joleen Lundin June 2   36 yrs. 
Kirsten & Mark Rohmann June 3   31 yrs. 
Alexei & Bela Demchouk June 4   19 yrs. 
Danielle Jurichko & Kyle Livingood  June 5     5 yrs. 
JoAnn & Thomas Brown June 5   50 yrs. 
Linda & Ray Harvath June 6   45 yrs. 
Greg & Karen Doten June 6   39 yrs. 
Alexandre Ardichvili & Marina  
             Lantseva  June 6   39 yrs. 
Bob & Jane Smith June 7   57 yrs. 
Vladimir & Sharon Tkach June 7   57 yrs. 
Kathleen & Andrew Thomas June 10   20 yrs. 
Ray & Jill Borchardt June 11   43 yrs. 
Jim & Nicole Peterson June 14   17 yrs. 
Bill & Jan Varhol June 15   58 yrs. 
Nicholas & Heidi Gulachek June 15     2 yrs. 
Tom & Karen Korba June 17   31 yrs. 
John & Kathy Miller June 19   61 yrs. 
Mark & Christina Bjornnes June 22     1 yr. 
Mike & Sue Russinik June 27   56 yrs. 
Doug & Rebekah Moll June 30    19 yrs. 
 
Scott & Susan Boris July 6 41 years 
Paul & Shelby Staszewsky July 8 14 years 
Fr. Richard & Mat. Cassiane Flom July 9 60 years 
Daniel & Lara Balach July 11 17 years 
Rebecca & Philip Becker July 14 42 years 
Ronald & Shirley Vescio July 15 48 years 
Paul & Christy Michailidis July 16 21 years 
Alexa & Robert Collodora July 17 22 years 
Alla & Georg Litkewitsch July 17 66 years 
Charles & Lori Smith July 17 27 years 
James & Dawn Kalina July 20 13 years 
Gerald & Kathlyn Nordos July 23 60 years 
William & Nan Wilson July 23 49 years 
Julia & Donoso Escobar July 24 21 years 
Nicole & Kevin Weinert July 25 28 years  
 

Happy Father’s Day! 
(Sunday, June 21) 
 
We wish a very happy Father’s Day to all Fathers, 
Grandfathers, Godfathers and spiritual fathers!  

May God bless you and your family 
this Father’s Day. 

 
Contributions for the June/July Monthly 
 
General Fund  
Pascha Donation  

from St. Mary’s Perohi Group: $3,000 
In memory of Joe Neumann 
 From Family & Friends 
 From Lora Selinger 
In memory of Elsie Van Dyke 
 From family & Friends 
In memory of Mat. Virginia Lecko 

From Hartford Hospital School or Nursing Alumnae 
Assn, $50 

 
Capital Improvements 
 Cathedral Repairs  
 From St. Mary’s Perohi Group: $2,000 
 
Prosphora Baking Pan 

From Georg & Alla Litkewitsch ,William Morris, 
Anonymous, Annie Parr, Karen Schwebach 

In honor of Irene’s 90th Birthday 
 From Irene & Jack Novak: $100 
 
St. Mary’s Endowment Fund 
In memory of Elsie Van Dyke 
 From Bill & Jeanette Varhol 
 
Special Collection 
 The New Shuamta Monastery in Georgia 
 From St. Mary’s donations $1,000  
 
 
TRANSITIONS 
Marriages: 
Logan Jason & Yeabsira Roufs, 5-9-2026 
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