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Pastoral Reflection

As we turn the page into a new year together, heartfelt wishes go out to everyone for
health, joy, and blessing in the months ahead. There is something hopeful about a
calendar changing. It reminds us that life keeps moving forward under God's care. Even
when nothing feels especially new, the simple gift of another year invites trust again in
God’s mercy, His patience, and His steadfast presence among us.

The parishioners and friends of St. Mary’s continue to give so much of themselves.
Time, talent, and treasure are offered generously, often without notice or recognition.
Thank you all so very much. Scripture tells us that God loves a cheerful giver, and that
spirit is alive and well here. Please continue to pray for the church, for its staff, and for all
of its ministries. Parish life is not carried by a few but shared by many. It is something we
hold together, and it is strengthened by every person who calls St. Mary’s home.

This time of year usually comes with talk of goals and resolutions, but the Orthodox
Church gently points us in a different direction. The heart of the spiritual life is not doing
more, but paying attention and being present with Christ in each moment. Christ is
always in our midst. The struggle is remembering that He is already here. Through
prayer, fasting, worship, and simple acts of charity, the Church teaches us how to return
to that awareness again and again. Each small offering of faith becomes a quiet way of
deepening our life in Christ.

As the year begins, the Church also calls us to remember those we love, both the living
and the departed. Holding names before God in prayer, offering memorial services and
molebens, is a healing and deeply human act, especially when absence feels heavy.

Early January also brings the great Feast of Theophany. January 5 is kept as a strict
fast, preparing us for January 6, when Christ enters the Jordan and the Holy Trinity is
revealed. The Father’s voice is heard, the Son is baptized in humility, and the Holy Spirit
descends as a dove. This feast is celebrated with the same fullness and beauty as
Nativity, and all are invited to come, pray, and receive the blessing of the waters
together. It is also our ancient and joyful custom to bless homes at this time. A form is
included in this bulletin for anyone who would like their home blessed.

Once again, thank you. Thank you for your faithfulness, generosity, patience, and love.
May the coming year be filled with peace, perseverance, and the joy that is found in
Christ, as we continue forward together into the new year.

- Fr. Benjamin

Safety and Security Update

The Safety and Security Committee recently learned about a grant opportunity that could
provide funding to enhance safety and security across St. Mary’s properties. Applications
will be submitted in the spring, with grant awards announced in the fall.

One of our initial projects is the installation of security cameras. If approved, this grant
would help fund this effort along with other improvements.

As a first step, a professional security assessment will be completed. We are fortunate to
have a security consulting firm offering this service at no cost. Our goal is to complete the
assessment before the end of the year so the results can support our grant application.

We will continue to keep the parish updated on our progress.

Liz Korba, Susan Boris, Tim Kaseno, Doug Holtz, and Scott Boris
Safety and Security Committee



Merry Christmas and Happy New Year

Wishing you and your family a Blessed Christmas and may 2026
bring peace, happiness, and good health to you and your family!

Helen Josul
Bill & Jan Varhol
The Manzuk Family
Agata McCutcheon & Family
Nick & Pam Boosalis and Family
Fr. Andrew & Mat. Rristi & Family
Fr. Andrew & Mat. Alexandra & Family

Rdr. Mark, Michelle, Matt, & Michael Fellegy
Ir. Benjamin & Mat. Lisa & Phillip

Dan, Julie, Sophia, & Samuel Miller
Fr. Richard & Mat. Cassiane Flom
Raren & Jack Schwebach Family
Todd & Madeline Pilacinski
Jack & Barbara Leschisin
Karen Schwebach & Family
Irene & Jack Novak
James Varian

NATIVITY OF CHRIST TROPARION
Thy Nativity, O Christ our God, * has shone to the world the light of wisdom! For by it
those who worshipped the stars * were taught by a star to adore Thee, * The Sun of right-
eousness, and to know Thee, the orient from on high. // O Lord, Glory to Thee!

Christ 1s Born! Glorify Him!
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Choir Notes

Serbian Saints Who (probably)Sing
By Julie Moricz

Happy New Year - not liturgically, but at least civilly and for tax
purposes. As | reflect back on the previous calendar year, one
of the highlights was my trip to Serbia and the many
monasteries and churches we visited. Prior to the trip, | was
most excited to visit Zi¢a, which we in the US equate with St.
Nikolai Velimirovié, but | learned that Zi¢a is just the head of
the Diocese in the western part of Serbia, and the real place to
visit was Leli€. It was here at Leli¢ where we venerated the
relics of St. Nikolai and experienced a glimpse of his life. Zi¢a
was beaultiful, and large, with numerous chapels and buildings,
but it was also very rainy and cold, so our group didn’t spend
much time at this monastery. Now this series of articles is not
designed to be a history lesson, but | have been thinking about
various saints, who while not recognized as hymnographers,
no doubt sang during their lives.

St. Nikolai was a Bishop, but before that, he was a monk. And |
know a little bit about monastic life, and | can assure you there
is A LOT of church and attending services involved in being a
monk. Was St. Nikolai assigned to sing? Did he chant the
Epistle? Did he read the Hours? We may never know those
answers, but he was definitely immersed in the liturgical life of
the church, no doubt praying and participating in services
several times each day.

Nikolai, considered the Serbian Chrysostom for his writings
and eloquent sermons, was born in Leli¢ on January 4, 1881.
He was the firstborn in a family of eight children. His parents
were farmers, and Nikolai often accompanied his mother
walking to the local monastery, the Celije Monastery in
Western Serbia. Leli¢ is a small village about 5-miles
southwest of Valjevo (to you the readers, Valijevo means
nothing, but to me it was the place where we had the best beer
in Serbia — so if you travel there, do not miss an opportunity to
enjoy a delicious Tchanin Pivo).

St. Nikolai entered St. Sava Seminary in Belgrade, but also
studied at the University of Berne, Kings College in Oxford, and
St.  Petersburg Theological Academy. Fluent in seven
languages, Nikolai returned to Belgrade and taught philosophy,
logic, and other subjects at the Seminary in Belgrade. | saw the
building where he taught — | walked those same city streets
where Nikolai himself walked. | wonder if he ever sang while he
walked . . . sometimes | kind of hum.

At the start of World War |, Nikolai was sent to England, and
from England, he came to America. But soon after his arrival in
the US, he returned to Serbia, where he was consecrated
Bishop of Zi¢a and one year later became Bishop of Ohrid. In
1921, while serving in Ohrid, Nikolai again returned to the US

and lectured at numerous churches and universities during his
visit. When World War 1l broke out, Nikolai and numerous
others were sent to Dachau concentration camp. Through the
mercy of God, Nikolai was spared and returned to the US for
the final time in 1946 following the end of the war.

Initially St. Nikolai taught at the Serbian Seminary in
Libertyville, IL, but then moved to St. Tikhon’s Monastery and
Seminary where he served as Dean and Rector, while also
lecturing at St. Vladimir's Seminary and Holy Trinity Monastery.

All of these places, all of these services, surely he sang. As a
monk he kept a prayer rule, as a priest and bishop he intoned
numerous litanies, presided at numerous liturgical services . . .
surely he sang!

A prolific speaker and writer, St. Nikolai is probably best known
for The Life of St. Sava (published by St. Vladimir's Seminary
Press), Prayers by the Lake, The Faith of the Saints (an
Orthodox Catechism), and the Prologue of Ohrid.

St. Nikolai fell asleep in the Lord on March 18, 1956 at St.
Tikhon’s. He was initially buried in Libertyville, IL, but
honoring his desire to return to Serbia, in 1991 St. Nikolai's
relics were transferred to his childhood home and the Celije
Monastery in Leli€. It is here, at this beautiful monastery,
where we were able to venerate the relics of this amazing
Saint who touched the lives of many throughout the world,
and I'm sure could sing.

Open Choir Sundays

The third Sunday of the month is Open Choir Sunday! If you
have ever been interested, even a little, in singing with the
choir; or want to come back up after a hiatus, or are even just a
little curious, then join us! Matins starts at 7:45 a.m., and
Liturgy starts at 9 a.m., and we'll be happy to have you in the
loft singing with us. All are welcome!

January Choir Rehearsal Schedule

o Wednesday, Jan. 7 - Choir Rehearsal at 7:00 p.m.

o Wednesday, Jan. 14 - Choir Rehearsal at 7:00 p.m.
o Wednesday, Jan. 21 - Choir Rehearsal at 7:00 p.m.
o Wednesday, Jan. 28 - Choir Rehearsal at 7:00 p.m

January Birthdays - Many Years!

23 - Dan Balach
28 - Darlene Felegy

11 - Jane Traikos
16 - Anna Memorich
20 - Barbara Leschisin
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January Youth & Family Events

JANUARY 2026

JANUARY 1 Circumcision of the Lord,
St. Basil the Great & New Year’s Day!

Vespers on the evening of December 31
Divine Liturgy on Jan. 1 at 10:00 AM

11:00am STORY TIME!
JANUARY 4 Children under age 3 with an adult.
No Church School
JANUARY 6 THEOPHANY,
January 6: Matins: 7:45AM; Liturgy: 9:00 AM
11:00am Church School Classes Resume
JANUARY 11
11:00 am Blessing of the Classrooms and Parish Center
JANUARY 16-19 Weekend Winter Camp, Grades 6-12, Camp Courage
JANUARY 21 6:15 pm Vespers
7:00pm Faith Night
7:30 Lesson/Discussion/Youth Activity
JANUARY 28 6:15 pm Vespers
7:00pm Faith Night
7:30 Lesson/Discussion/Youth Activity
JANUARY 30 Synaxis of theThree Hierarchs

Liturgy: 9:00 AM

Adopt-A-Camper
Please visit: https://give.mn/wyzz9g to support St. Mary’s OCA Youth - Adopt A Camper.

Donations would allow families that may have multiple children or have a financial crisis the opportunity to go to camp.
No obligation, just the ability to attend camp with their peers.

The grant can not be paid directly to the individual, but would be sent directly to vendors/invoice once approved.
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News & Information from St. Mary’s

Organization Updates @ St. Mary’s

2026 Annual Meeting

The Annual Parish Meeting will be on Sunday, February 15, 2026,
at 11:00 a.m. in the Parish Center dining room. Stay tuned for
more information. Members eligible to vote must have a 2026
Declaration of Membership’ card on file in the Cathedral Office,
and have been a member for six months (August 15, 2025).

2026 Membership Cards & Letters

The 2025 Declaration of Membership cards/letters and times have
been mailed out. If you have not received your letter in the mail by
the end of the end of December, please contact the office It may be
that we do not have you in our records as a member, or do not
have your current address on file. If you are moving, or have moved
recently, please contact the Cathedral office with your new address.

Safety Concern

There has been a recurring practice of young children using the
restroom at the Cathedral during services without an adult or
older sibling accompanying them. Because the restroom hallway
is lightly traveled and can be accessed by two exterior doors
that are not formally monitored, this is not an appropriate safety
practice. Please ensure that children are escorted as needed.

Thank you, Scott Boris

Ministry Updates @ St. Mary’s

Cemetery Ice Candle Parastas

Annual Candle Parastas will be held Monday, February 2, at the
Cemetery Chapel (3025 Stinson Blvd. N.E.). Before the
Parastas Service, which commences at 6:00 p.m., participants
are encouraged to place candles at your chosen grave sites.
Our current deep snow conditions makes for even greater
illuminations conquering the darkness with many points of light!
Cold tolerant votives available. Refreshments served afterwards
in the chapel basement. Contact Mike Fredrikson with any
questions (rikssson@gmail.com)

Coffee Hour Update: Attention to St.
Mary's Groups and Group Leads

Coffee Hour Committee invites you to a brief kitchen walk
through and information session on Tuesday, Jan. 13, at 7-8
p.m. in the dining room (there will be food!). We will go through
the basics of hosting coffee hour & tour the kitchen. Please
RSVP to coffeehour@stmarysoca.org so we know how much
food to provide.

Update - Tuesday Online Bible Study
Please note there will not be Tuesday online bible study with Fr.
Andrew on the following dates: January 6, 13, & 20. We will
resume on Tuesday, January 26. If you would like to participate
in the Tuesday online bible studies (two sessions - 2:00 p.m. &
7:.00 p.m.) with Fr. Andrew, please email Fr. Andrew at
frandrew@stmarysoca.org.

From the Olive Shoot Cathedral Gift Shop
The custom of blessing of homes is purposely attached to the
Lord’s Baptism. When our home is blessed, we pray that the
Holy Spirit will abide in it and guide all of those within on a path
of righteousness; just like the prayers of our baptism! Let the
beginning of this new year be the perfect time to clean and
sanctify our lives, families and homes. We offer a variety of holy
water bottles, candles and icons for used during Theophany and
for your home blessing.

Perohi Update - 2026

Due to robust perohi sales to the Cathedral community and the
general public, we have completely depleted our available stock
for sale. In order to ramp up for our next public sales date, we will
need to schedule three work sessions in January. The dates are:
Mon — Tues 1/12 & 1/13, Mon — Tues 1/19 & 1/20 and Mon -
Tues 1/26 & 1/27. Scooping and rolling filling begins at 9:00 a.m.
on Monday and filling, pinching and bagging begins at 9:00 a.m.
on Tuesday. Contact Janice Strauss (jmbstrauss@gmail.com)
with questions. We would like to invite and encourage anyone
who can join us in our efforts to produce this much sought after
product in service to our Cathedral.

Chili Lunch Fundraiser
Pre-sales will on Sundays, January 11, 18, & 25, during Coffee
Hour. We will be accepting cash, card, or check.

LI LUN
FUNDRAISER

SPONSERED BY
5T. MARY'S WOMEN’S CLURB

SUNDAY FEBRUARY 18T, 20286

PRE - sALES 1 1:00 -~ 12:30
EAT - IN - CHLY

MENU - SELECT ONE

TEXAS CHILI (NG BEANS)

VEGETARIAN CHILY
WHITE CHICKEN CHILI
SAMPLE FLIGHT (ALL FLAVORS)}

5 MACARONI AND CHEESE (YOU'TH)

CORNEREAD / SALAD f DESSERT / BEVERAGE

$15 ADULT $10 yOuTH 6-12
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Theophany House Blessings

It is the custom of many Orthodox Christians to have their homes
blessed during the Theophany season with water blessed at the
special festal services. When the parish priest comes to bless a
home, he uses an ancient prayer of the Church asking the Lord,
"to keep safe from all harm those who dwell here, bestowing on
them Thy blessing, purification, and bodily health, and granting
all their petitions which are for their salvation and eternal life."

We prepare an appropriate place in our homes for the very short
service to be sung: a table should be prepared with a clean white
cloth, a bowl with holy water, and an icon or a cross. The priest
himself will have holy water, and an icon with him, in case they
are needed. A list of the baptismal names of everyone in the
family is useful because we sing Many Years at the end of the
House Blessing. Televisions and radios ought to be turned off, of
course. A member of the family may carry the bowl of holy water
and lead the priest through the house as we bless and sing.

At one time, the parish priest would come to every house in the
parish as a matter of course, and the days following Theophany
would see a veritable parade up and down streets in the
neighborhood. It was a festive time and a time for visiting. Times
and circumstances have changed. Yet, houses are still blessed,
only now upon specific request. You can make such a request
by filling out the form below and submitting it to the parish office.
At the very least people should collect Holy Water at church,
bring a jar or some sort of container to use prayerfully at home.

Best Days or Dates To Come:

I (During the Day)

I (In the Evening)

Twin Cities Orthodox News

Intro to Orthodox Christianity Catechism
Course - Winter 2026

Join us for our MEOCCA catechism course, Intro to Orthodox
Christianity, beginning on Monday, January 05, from 7:00-9:00
p.m. Catechism is open to all: people interested in learning more
about Orthodox Christianity, inquirers, catechumens, and current
Orthodox Christians as well.

Classes will be held on Monday evenings from 7:00-9:00 p.m. in
person at St. George Greek Orthodox Church (1111 Summit
Ave., St. Paul) or online via Zoom. Register here: https://
forms.gle/wScfCcwHTMFWUKSTO. Learn more at;
WWW.meocca.org.

FOCUS Minnesota - Cold Weather Needs
Our Coat Room in the clothes closet is open now that more
seasonable, chilly weather has arrived. While we have a small
backstock of women’s and children’s jackets, we have hung
every single men’s coat that we have on hand.

Please consider donating a gently used but still wearable winter
coat, particularly Men’s, to help a neighbor through the harsh
Minnesota winters. We also accept warm gloves, hand &/or feet
warmers, and lip balm to share this season.

Additional FOCUS Needs

o New men's underwear (S/M/L)
» Pasta sauce, deodorant, hand and body lotion

» We also take coffee mugs, ties, water bottles, plastic shopping
bags, paper grocery bags with handles.

o We are well stocked with women's clothes at this time.

You can bring donations to our donation bin by the accessibility
entrance of the Cathedral or drop them off at FOCUS MN (550
Rice St., St. Paul). Thank you for your generosity and support!

Icon Art Studios, Inc.
2026 Winter Class Dates

Session 2 - St. Elijah at St. George Antiochian Orthodox Church
in West St. Paul (including zoom). Tuesdays, Feb. 3, 10, 17, & 24
from 6-9 p.m. Please contact Deb at akorluka@aol.com or 612-
889-5868 or Steve Arsenault at arsenault003@gmail.com or 612-
206-7369. Cost for tuition and supplies approx. $300. Cost for
tuition only $160.

Session 3 - Icon to be determined at the Basilica of St. Mary
(Mpls.) Saturdays, Feb. 21, Mar. 7, 14, & 28 from 9 a.m. — 1
p.m. Contact Deb at akorluka@aol.com or 612-889-5868 or the
Basilica of Saint Mary at 612-331-1381. Cost for tuition and
supplies approx. $300. Cost for tuition only $160.

Icon Art Studios, Inc. 13921 127th Street North
Stillwater, MN 55082. Contact us at 612-889-5868.
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Article deadline for the
February 2026
Cathedral Monthly Bulletin
is Friday, January 16.

Cathedral Office Hours Update

St. Mary’s Cathedral Office is open Tuesday, Thursday, &
Friday from 9 a.m.-12:.00 p.m. and 12:30-4:30 p.m. On
Wednesdays, the Office is open from 9 a.m.-12:00 p.m., and
12:30-4:00 p.m. Please note the Office is closed for lunch from
12-12:30 p.m.

Transitions

Baptisms:
Luka T., 1-3-2026
Mia H., 1-3-2026

Many Years!

Happy Birthday to all who celebrate their birthdays in January
and especially to Dorothy Zurbey who is celebrating her 95th
birthday on January 10, John Leschisin who is celebrating his
93rd birthday on January 23, and Patricia Andrus who is
celebrating her 90th birthday on January 30. May God grant
you many years!

New Member Applicants

In accordance with the Bylaws, Article IV, Section 3: Notice of
the new member application shall be published in the next
monthly Bulletin. The following individual(s) have submitted an
application for membership to St. Mary's: Marilyn Johnson. If
you have any comment pertaining to any applicant, please
submit it to any Board member during this 45-day period,
which began with the publication of this Bulletin.

Service Cancellation Policy

e No one should travel to church for services if the road
conditions are dangerous.

e No services will be cancelled. Most services will be live
streamed (links available on the our website).

e Those who cannot get to services should instead stay home,
watch the live stream of the service if possible, and be
happy in the knowledge that a priest and a chanter are
singing the services and praying for them.

o Cancellation of services and activities will be posted on our
website: www.stmarysoca.org.

Update Contact Information

Moving or have a change of phone number or email? Please
contact the Church Office with your new address contact
information (office@stmarysoca.org or 612-781-7667).

Calendars for 2026

Thank you to Kozlak-Radulovich Funeral Chapels for their
generous donation of the 2026 calendars. Please pick up yours
today at the Cathedral or Parish Center.

Visitation Ministry

The Visitation Ministry is continually updating its list of
parishioners who are homebound or in nursing homes and
would like to be on our Visitation List. If you or a loved one is a
member of St. Mary’s and physically unable to attend church
and church activities and would enjoy a visit or telephone call
from a member of our Visitation Committee, please notify the
Church Office (612-781-7667).

Financial Stewardship

To make a donation, visit our donation page: https://
stmarysoca.org/donate, scan the Venmo QR code below, or
mail your donation to the Cathedral Office, attention Financial
Secretary. Thank you for your generous support of our parish!

[&]®
ﬂ‘iﬁ% Make a check payable to
= '_ "St. Mary's Orthodox Cathedral"
';""' "1'?" and mail it to:

‘-'t'f‘:fa I
b R T
- gy B, .
""..:'k-':':-f B

Special Contributions

St. Mary's Orthodox Cathedral
1701 5th Street NE,
Minneapolis, MN 55413

PARISH HOMES
In memory of Nicholas Ketz
From: Irene & Jack Novak

CATHEDRAL REPAIRS
In memory of Nicholas Ketz
From: Irene & Jack Novak

* If you would like a donation or memorial you've made to be
published, please be sure to write “to be published” or
“publish” on the donation. Donations received after the 15th
of the month will be published in the following month’s
bulletin. In the event that a memorial or donation that you
requested to be published has not been published, please
contact the Cathedral Office.



St. Mary’s Orthodox Cathedral

January 2026

Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

Saturday

Schedule is subject to change.

Please check the Messenger or www.stmarysoca.org

1 St. Basil the Great

10:00 am Divine Liturgy

2

3

5:.00 pm Great Vespers

5:45 pm General Confession

4 Theophany Forefeast 5 6 Theophany 7 8 ven. George the Chozebite 9 10
7:45am Matins 8:00 am Royal Hours 7:45am Festal Matins 6:15 pm Vespers 9:00 am Divine Liturgy 5.00 pm Great Vespers
9:00am  Divine Liturgy 6:15pm Festal Vespers 9:00am  Festal Liturgy 7:00 pm Choir Rehearsal 6:00 pm  Orthodox Guys'
. . w/ Litiva w/ Blessing of Water Night
11:00 am Saints Meeting Y
11:00 am Orthodox Story Time 7:30 pm Adult Bible Study
via Zoom
NO Church School
11  ven. Theodosius 12 13 14 15 Ven. Paul of Thebes |1 6 17
the Great
7:30 am Perohi Making 7:30 am Perohi Making 6:15pm Vespers 9:00 am Divine Liturgy 3:00 pm Baptism
7:45am  Matins
7:00 pm  Grief Group 7:00 pm  Choir Rehearsal 7:30 pm  Adult Bible Study 5:00 pm Great Vespers
9:00am  Divine Liturgy via Zoom
11:00am - Church School Winter Camp: January 16-19
18 st Athanasius & St.Cyril 19 20 21 22 Holy Apostle Timothy 23 24
Parastas Sunday of the 70
4 Mati 7:30am  Perohi Making 7:30 am  Perohi Making 6:15pm Vespers 5:00 pm Great Vespers
7:45am  Matins 9:00 am Divine Liturgy
9:00am  Divine Liturgy 7:00 pm Board Meeting 7:00 pm Choir Rehearsal
7:30 pm  Adult Bible Study
11:00 am  Church School 7:00 pm Faith Night via Zoom
12:00 pm FOCUS Meal Prep )
7:30 pm Catechism & Ed. Talk
25 Sunday of Zacchaeus 26 27 28 29 st Ignatius of Antioch 30 Three Hierarchs 31
New Martyrs & Confessors
of Russia 2:00 Online Bible Study 6:15pm Vespers 9:00 am Divine Liturgy 9:00am  Divine Liturgy 5:00 pm Great Vespers
w/ Fr. Andrew
7:45am  Matins 7:00 pm  Choir Rehearsal 6:15pm Great Vespers
2:00 Online Bible Study w/ Litiya
9:00am  Divine Liturgy w/ Fr. Andrew 7:30 pm Catechism & Ed. Talk

11:00 am  Church School




Kozlak-Radulovich Funeral Chapel

Serving our parish since 1908 with

1918 University Ave NE . ) )
9 Y dignified, compassionate service.

Minneapolis, MN 55413

(612) 789'8869 Nick Radulovich, Owner - Divector

Danielle (Radulovich) Nelson - Divector
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