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PASTORALLY SPEAKING 
 
“O Lord, how manifold are Thy works! In wisdom hast Thou made them 
all.” (Psalm 103:24) 
 
One of the things I love about Fr. Alexander Schmemann’s Journals is 
his description of the changing seasons at St. Vladimir’s Seminary. It 
offers a wonderful glimpse into a core theme in his liturgical theology: the 
sanctification of time. Our liturgical seasons of feasts and fasts lift the 
passage of time up to Christ, infusing it with eternal value. 
 
The Bible speaks of two kinds of time. "Chronos" is chronological time: 
weeks, months, years. Alongside that, the Church speaks of "kairos": not 
just time passing, but time filled with God’s presence, the eternal now 
breaking into our lives. For example, in Mark 1:15, when Jesus begins 
his earthly ministry with the words, "The time is fulfilled, and the Kingdom 
of God is at hand," Mark uses the word "kairos" for time--the 
eternal Kingdom has broken into the realm of days, hours, and minutes. 
 
In worship, we practice living in that time. For example, on a feast day, 
the hymns aren’t nostalgic recollections. They’re in the present tense: 
"Today Christ is born," "Today Christ is risen." 
 
This isn’t only about what we do inside church. The humble parts of our 
day—the sink full of dishes, the commute, the text message we send 
with care—when offered with gratitude, even these become moments 
gathered into God’s eternal now. 
So perhaps the invitation is simply this: Let us stop thinking of our days 
as time that merely passes. Let us receive each day as a moment to be 
offered to God, not just remembering His Kingdom, but participating in 
His eternal now. 
 
In Christ, 
Fr. Andrew Jarmus, Dean 
 
 

 

mailto:frandrew@stmarysoca.org
mailto:frbenjamin@stmarysoca.org
mailto:choirdirector@stmarysoca.org
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PRESIDENT’S COLUMN 
 

2027 Membership Card Going Electronic 
 
For 2027, St. Mary’s will be offering parishioners the 
option of completing their annual membership card 
electronically through a Google Form.  
 
We are currently putting the finishing touches on the 
electronic form and will be testing it during September. 
Our plan is to make the 2027 membership card 
available to parishioners in October. 
 
The electronic form will make it easier for parishioners 
to complete and submit their membership information 
and will also help the parish keep its records accurate 
and up to date. Parishioners who prefer a paper 
membership card will still have that option. Anyone 
who has not submitted an electronic membership card 
during October will receive a printed membership card 
by mail in November. 
 
More information, including a link to the electronic form 
and instructions for completing it, will be provided 
when the form is released in October.  
 
We appreciate everyone’s cooperation as we 
introduce this new option for completing 
the annual membership card. 
 
In Christ, 
Scott Boris 
President, Board of Trustees 
 

NEW MEMBER APPLICANTS 

 
In accordance with the Bylaws, Article IV, Section 3: 
Notice of the new member application shall be 
published in the next monthly Bulletin. The following 
individual(s) have submitted an application for 
membership to St. Mary's: Elizabeth Eich, Cody Eich, 
and Andrew Eich. If you have any comment 
pertaining to any applicant, please submit it to any 
Board member during this 45-day period, which 
began with publication of this Bulletin. 
 

NEW MEMBERS RECEIVED 

 
In September, four new members were voted in by 
the Board of Trustees. Please welcome Connor 
Thornton, William Morris, Benjamin Sawchak, 
and Peter Miller as full Members of this parish. 

 

MUSIC NOTES 
 
Glory to Jesus Christ! As we wrap up September, I 
have a few reminders and updates surrounding choir. 
 
We rehearse Wednesday nights from 7 pm to 8:30 
pm, and I host a brief informal rehearsal on Saturday 
evenings from 4:35 pm- 4:50 pm that focuses on 
learning the tones and variable hymns like Troparia 
and Kontakia. These rehearsals are a perfect 
opportunity if you’re interested in the music we sing 
or in meeting our wonderful singers. Our choir is 
composed of volunteers with various levels of 
musical experience and backgrounds, all of whom 
share a common love for the divine services and 
offering their voices for the glory of God. Joining even 
for one rehearsal is a great opportunity to grow in 
both music and our faith. 
 
Our ministry does not stop with singing: we have lots 
of opportunities to deliver Scripture through the 
reading of Psalms, the Hours, and post-Communion 
prayers. These opportunities are present across 
services, not just the ones that have a “formal” sign-
up like Liturgies. Please reach out to me at 
choirdirector@stmarysoca.org to find out more on 
how you can be involved as a reader. Parents, if you 
have youth who may be interested in reading (the 
Hours, Epistle, or Post-communion prayers) or 
singing in the choir, please reach out. Our choir and 
chanters are a living library that deliver the Gospel 
and Theology of the Orthodox Faith. Through our 
music we express what we know in a way that 
heightens the experience beyond mere spoken 
words. Our role is important to the life of the Church: 
we share the Good News of Jesus Christ, just as the 
clergy preach with the Gospel. 
 
This month we celebrate the Glorification of the 
Righteous Mother Olga of Kwethluk–Tanqilria 
Arrsamquq–Wonderworker, Matushka of All Alaska. 
In accordance with the Canons of the Sacred 
Ecumenical and Regional Councils, when a Saint is 
canonized, icons and hymns are composed in prayer 
to share their life and story. Both are written in prayer 
and composed for the same purpose: teaching about 
the Saint's life and further deepening the practice of 
our faith. The icons engaging our eyes and the 
hymns engaging our ears help us to experience 
Christ and the Saints with our whole body, mind, and 
soul. So for our first year commemorating the feast 
day of our newest recognized saint, I leave you with 
the Troparion and Kontakion (sacred “theme songs”) 
honoring Saint Olga of Kwethluk: 
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Troparion (Tone 4): God has chosen a humble mother 
from Alaska to be an example for all the servants of 
God; He has given us Saint Olga as a helper in 
afflictions and as a guide to leading a life of sacrificial 
love. Therefore we entreat thee, O holy mother Olga: 
pray that we, thy sinful children, may be saved and 
rejoice with thee in the Kingdom of Heaven. 
 
Kontakion (Tone 8): Guided by the heavenly light and 
touched by Christ’s rich mercy, thy loving hands heal 
the wounds of those hurt in the past. Thy soft voice 
encourages all to remain faithful to God, for the eternal 
Lord will give the steadfast a crown of life. O holy 
mother Olga, visit us with love and reassure us, that 
we may accept whatever cross we must bear as 
chosen by the merciful God and that, through thy 
prayers, we do the will of God for the salvation of our 
souls. 
 
Holy Mother Olga, pray to God for us! 
 
In Christ, 
 
Benjamin Sawchak, Music Director 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ST. MARY’S NEWS & HAPPENINGS 

Iconography Workshop 

As St. Mary's Cathedral once 
again sponsors the 
iconography workshop, Nov 
1-7, you are encouraged to 
participate as students. The 
theme this year is Christ the 
Teacher. Jesus is holding a 
Gospel Book declaring: "I am the Light of the world." 
A 10% tuition discount is given to 
parishioners. Contact Marilyn Johnson 
at mjohnson@alumni.umn.edu, see the church 
website for details, or register by the QR code. 
 

Orthodox Adult Game Night 
Game Night incoming!! Bring a game, a snack or 
drink to share, and a friend or six to St. Mary’s Parish 
Hall on October 10 for the first of our three game 
nights throughout the school year. The only 
requirements for involvement are 1) be over 18 and 
2) be at least tangentially connected to Orthodoxy.  
This is a Pan-Orthodox event, so come make new 
friends or visit old ones from our sister churches! This 
is also a great way for us to get to know those 
inquiring into Orthodoxy and for them to be 
welcomed into the broader church family. So bring a 
game, a snack, and a friend, and we’ll see you there! 
 

Masquerade & Merlot Fundraiser 
Join us for the Lynn Olson 
Medical Crisis Program 
fundraiser on Thursday, 
October 29, from 6:00 to 9:00 
pm. Experience an enchanting 
evening tasting the Lanchava 
Collection of Georgian wine. 
Purchase tickets here or 
through the QR code. 
 
 
 

ELSEWHERE 

St. George Mini Festival 
St. George Greek is hosting a Mini Festival this fall 
while their church is under construction. Turn out to 
support our brethren on Sat. Oct. 3, and Sun. Oct. 4, 
2026 at 1111 Summit Avenue, St. Paul, MN. Eat 
gyros, salads, pizza, cafe items and more, and enjoy 
their bake sale, church tours, music, and 
performances by Greek Dancers! 
 

"There is no command center here to issue 

orders. No one here arrogates to himself 

the right to be the final source of truth. 

Here, every voice is equally valued and 

equally important and has the right to be 

heard. Yes, decisions in the Orthodox 

Church are made slowly, but when taken 

collectively, they are infallible. The voice 

of the Holy Spirit is heard in the 

congregation of the church, as it was 

heard in the great Councils of antiquity, 

and also afterwards through the fraternal 

communication between the bishops of 

the entire Orthodox world, based on 

mutual respect, the conviction that we 

share the same values, that we have the 

same goal and ultimately our love for each 

other and our love for Jesus Christ." 

~ Metropolitan Nicholas of Plovdiv 

mailto:mjohnson@alumni.umn.edu
https://stmarysoca.org/iconography
https://www.google.com/maps/search/1111+Summit+Avenue,+St.+Paul,+MN?entry=gmail&source=g
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Brew For Good - October 11 

The Nordeast Brewers Alliance is hosting Brew for 
Good, a non-profit homebrew tasting event to raise 
funds for AccessAbility, Inc. and St. Mary’s charitable 
neighbor East Side Neighborhood Services (ESNS). 
Join for an afternoon of food, fun, music, and 
community at! This family-friendly event will feature 
live music, games, activities for all ages, raffles, a 
bean bag tournament, and more. Bring your friends 
and family for a fun fall afternoon in support of a 

charitable mission! There will 
be a selection of beer, mead, 
cider, and other homemade 
fermented beverage tastings 
from homebrewers throughout 
the metro area available for 
tasting. Buy tickets here or 
through the QR code. 
 

Benefit Concert for FOCUS Minnesota 

Join us for a night of beautiful and unique blend of 
Western Classical music and Byzantine chant in 
support of St. George GOC and FOCUS. 
 
Date: Saturday, October 24, 
2026  
Time: 7:00 PM (Doors open at 
6:30 PM) 
 
Capacity is limited. Purchasing 
tickets in advance is strongly encouraged. Visit St. 
George’s website or use the QR code to purchase 
tickets. Contact office@stgeorgegoc.org with any 
questions. 
 

Pan-Orthodox Ladies’ Tea 
Saturday, November 7th, 2026 at 2:30pm-4:30pm 
Come together at St. Sava’s Serbian in South St. 
Paul for fellowship and sharing ideas from our 
parishes on how to be Christ-like. Short presentation 
on the Serbian Orthodox Church will be included. 
Please bring an appetizer or dessert to share! Text 
Nada Spasojevic at 952-201-2594 with questions.  
 

Strickland Lecture 
Father John Strickland will be speaking at St. Mary's 
OCA on Friday, December 4th, 2026 at 7:00 p.m. 
The title of the lecture is, “Finding Meaning and Hope 
in a Time of Division and Uncertainty,” and will 
reference his book, The Age of Nihilism, the fourth in 
his series on church history. He is priest at St. 
Elizabeth’s in Poulsbo, WA and the author of The 
Making of Holy Russia. 
 

Intro to Orthodoxy Catechism - Fall 2026 

The MEOCCA catechism course, Intro to Orthodox 
Christianity, is ongoing! Catechism is open to all: 
people interested in learning more about Orthodox 
Christianity, inquirers, catechumens, and current 
Orthodox Christians. 
Classes are held on 
Tuesday evenings from 
7:00-9:00 p.m. in person 
(St. George Antiochian, 
1250 Oakdale Ave, West St 
Paul, MN 55118) or online 
via Zoom. Register here or 
through the QR code: 
 
 

Join Us in Prayer on The Encounter App! 
The Encounter Orthodox prayer app by Faithtree 
Resources is the perfect companion to help you build 
a meaningful habit of prayer. The app has daily 
prayers, Scripture, Psalms, and Saints lives in audio 
and text form. All of this and much more in one 
peaceful place, helping you dive in wherever you are! 
The app is perfect for families and those looking to 
establish a prayer life.  
Download the Encounter Orthodox prayer app with 
the QR code below 

 
Donate a meal to OCF 
University of Minnesota’s OCF (Orthodox 
Christian Fellowship) chapter is looking for 
volunteers interested in donating a meal for our 
weekly meetings. We 
meet select Thursday 
evenings this upcoming 
fall semester. Please 
contact Mary Rezcallah 
at (952)-258-3047 if 
interested or scan this 
QR code: 
 
 
 
 

https://brewforgood.org/
https://brewforgood.org/
https://aaibrew4good.auctria.events/
https://onrealm.org/StGeorgeStPaul/-/form/give/BenefitConcert
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfm7fcGpnp04dLVXha6Q84lPwZ-yTUsElKs913qSqo4zdHVqA/viewform
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Many Years!  
 

A very Happy Birthday to all who celebrate their 
birthdays in October, especially  

❖ Walter Leba, celebrating his 96th birthday on 
October 5 

❖ Helen Feiker, celebrating her 92nd birthday on 
October 15 

❖ and Margaret Dupay, celebrating her 91st 
birthday on October 31. 

 

May God grant you many years! 
 
Congratulations to all who are celebrating their 
anniversaries during the month of September, 
especially David and Marilyn Johnson, celebrating 
their 60th anniversary on October 29th! 
 

Thomas & Bette Plumb  Oct. 1 43 yrs 
Joel & Bobbi Ann Varichak  Oct. 1 32 yrs 
Benjamin & Natasha Corbett  Oct. 2 16 yrs 
Ron & Cindy Huber  Oct. 6 53 yrs 
Andrew & Maria Taracido  Oct. 8 37 yrs 
David & Lydia Hoffman  Oct. 9 15 yrs 
Simeon & Meredith Morbey  Oct. 9 4 yrs 
Dn. Jason & Elizabeth Ketz  Oct. 10 22 yrs 
Michael & Tanya Dmowski  Oct. 12 30 yrs 
Tim & Audrey Kaseno  Oct. 12 24 yrs 
Joe & Lynn Snyder  Oct. 12 41 yrs 
Marc & Deb Chagnon  Oct. 14 48 yrs 
Lisa & Charles Freeburg  Oct. 14 26 yrs 
Alex & Rachel Gulachek  Oct. 14 9 yrs 
Nicholas & Michelene Radulovich  Oct. 14 54 yrs 
Paul III & Megan Ignatowicz  Oct. 16 4 yrs 
Joseph & Diane Thornton  Oct. 18 28 yrs 
Kimberly & Ronald Berscheid  Oct. 20 25 yrs 
Dale & Alexandra Parr  Oct. 20 36 yrs 
David & Denise Stanoch  Oct. 23 33 yrs 
Fr. Andrew & Alexandra Morbey  Oct. 25 45 yrs 
Jennifer & Andrew Blake  Oct. 29 21 yrs 
David & Marilyn Johnson  Oct. 29 60 yrs 

 
May God grant you many years! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Transitions: 
 
Baptism & Chrismation: 
Dominic Cook, 9-12-2026 
Addison Freybler, 9-12-2026 
Luca Stark, 9-12-2026 
 

Marriage:  
Amy Patiuk & John Haller, 9-19-2026 
Peter Miller & Sophia Jideofor, 9-24-2026 
 

Memory Eternal: 
Protodeacon Alexei Dupay, 8-22-2026 

 

 

Contributions from August 
 
General Fund  
In honor of George and Delores Manzuk 
 From the George Manzuk, Jr. Trust 
In memory of Protodeacon Alexei 
 From Family and Friends 

 
Cathedral Repairs 
In memory of Protodeacon Alexei  
 From Denise Stanoch 

 
Camp 
In memory of John Miller and Demeter Kokosh 
 From Anonymous 
 

Cemetery 
In honor of Julie Ann and Danial Miller’s 25th anniversary  
 From Anonymous 
 

Choir 
In honor of Amy Patiuk and John Haller 
 From Family and Friends 
In memory of Jerry Patiuk 
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CHURCH SCHOOL 
CALENDAR 
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OCTOBER CALENDAR 
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